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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
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□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. ill 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability. 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/S.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
he applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1o/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 7 

submit provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 

a f w f en 1 re P , y;o9 eth er, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
^SS^^SkS^ ma 9 PCT/ISAy220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 



3. 
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Box No. j Basts of the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the followino 
anguage , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 HSlLIfS 3 "? t( L any , nucle , ot,de andtor amino acld sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing ► * 
~V □ table(s) related to the sequence listing . . 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format , 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingtfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. - 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ - furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 " D ^^ tti0n /. in J he , case u h ? more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCTdSA/237 (January 2004) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2004/023864 



Box No. II Priority 



1 B The following document has not been furnished: 

S copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/s.l and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

?f T^". 6 "*'^ has not J?e en Possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date . : ' 

2 ° Si S iS ni ? n h f? be ^!L^ ta , bliS !?^. as tf no priority had been c,aimed due to the ^ct that the priority claim 

mntT? f °H nd l Z aU 2 (RuleS 43bis/i and 641 >• Thus for the P^poses of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

.:.««?: D H has " ot been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 
-fe- 1- - was "o* mailable to the ISA at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1) This oSn has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



fnduSS ;Y.»2223KK «? ^ or 



Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 



5-7, 9.13,16-17,24-28 
1-4,8,10-12,14-15,18-23 



1-28 
1-28 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



— Box J No ' VHI Certain observat ions on th ejnternatlgiraL^ 

hXJ? of the c,aims ' description, and drawings or on the question whether the 

claims are fully supported by the description, are made: H wlwwr u,e 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US 5766646 

1. Novelty - Art. 33(2) PCT 

jiaer- The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCTf'because 

-:'%c-. the subject-matte? of claims" i -4, 8, 1 0-\2^ 4-1 5 and 1 8-23 is not new in ttie sense of 
Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (fig. 1 , col.1 , l.66-col.2, 1.57): a process and an 
■- .J . >-,»-. apparatus for making spun bond comprising a spinning die, a stream of gas flowing in a 
- s; venturi, a diffuser located downstreamcontiguous to the venturi, having air exhaust 

.ports, means for controlling the quantity of air exhausted and a surface for collecting.the 
fibers having means for exhausting air beneath it. 

0 The subject-matter of claims 1-4, 8, 10-12, 14-1 5 and 18-23 is not novel over 
D1 



2. Inventive Step - Art. 33(3) PCT 

Dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of inventive step, see documents and the corresponding passages cited in the search 

report. 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application — 

The term "about" used in claims 26 and 27 are vague and unclear and leaves the 
reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which they refer, thereby 
rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said claims unclear, Article 6 PCT. 
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